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3) INTRODUCTION 

This document was first created following a trip to Nigeria to assess the situation of the Ansar 

economically and academically. It was then shared with the Najaf Office and key Ansar such as 

Sadiq Al Husaini. It was preceded by an idea to set up a project within the UK to promote Atheism 

Delusion to the academic community. That project was considering the recruitment of individuals 

from the African states of Ghana and Nigeria and bringing them to the UK. It was subsequently 

realized that spreading the dawah in the UK would require a sustained presence from a team of 

individuals who were UK resident: people with whom the population of the UK could identify. That 

project is currently on hold until the Atheism Delusion book has been printed in the coming weeks 

and months. 

During June 2018 Anis Kotia visited the Ansar community of Offa and compiled some notes from the 

trip, in the hope that it would provide useful insights for any other Ansari wishing to make a similar 

journey. Perhaps the priority for the Nigerian Ansar is to strengthen the dawah in their home 

country with the help of the more privileged Ansar around the world. 

The purpose of this document is therefore to: 

 Provide insights into opportunities for 

donations to the dawah as well as an 

overview of the Madrassah in Offa 

 Present some basic ideas about investing in 

Nigeria to help the dawah become a self-

sustaining venture 

 Act as a basic tour guide for any Ansar 

visiting Nigeria 

“I pray that Allah swt supports the dawah in this 

nation and make it a shining example of purity for the 

whole of West Africa and beyond.” 

  

Figure 1 Anis Kotia with Abdurrassaq 
discussing the plan for the Nigerian trip 
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4) EVOLUTION OF DAWA IN PHASES 

Dawah activities go through an evolution and lifecycle, with different Ansar communities being at 

different stages of this journey. 

Ansar in Iraq are at an advanced disseminate knowledge stage of the lifecycle, hardened by 

economic and political challenges. The strength of the scholars amongst them has enabled their 

knowledge of the dawah to be potentially far 

more advanced than other communities. 

Ansar in the UK are at a gradual knowledge 

growth stage of the Syed, partly because 

they are few in numbers and they continue 

to take part in activities such as Paltalk 

sessions and translating the Syed’s as books 

into Asian languages, hence, through 

mentoring activities and continuous 

rejection, they continue to learn. 

Ansar within Nigeria are at the inception 

stage of the lifecycle because their ‘big 

break’ has not yet arrived. This affords them 

plenty of opportunities to choose their path. 

The scope of this report is therefore to 

propose some suggestions of what the 

Nigerian Ansar might do to help them reach 

the next phase in their journey. 

 

Figure 2 Picture taken with management of 
Madrassah and Ansar Community 
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5) NIGERIAN CONTEXT 

According to the 2013 National Bureau of Statistics, the population of Nigeria is estimated at 180m 

for 2014, of which children (<15 years) and youth (15-39 years) constitute 1/3rd each. The following are 

the major cities within Nigeria: Lagos (13.123m), Kano (3.587m), Ibadan (3.16m), Abuja (2.44m), Port 

Harcourt (2.343m), Benin City (1.496m)1.  

The largest number of expats are found in southern coastal town of Lagos, including Chinese expats, 

Indians and Europeans. Exact numbers of each group are not known; however, a very distinct 

Chinatown can be found in Lagos, suggesting that Nigeria is a fast-growing investment opportunity 

for the Chinese. Yellow rickshaws are imported from TVS, an Indian company because they are 

commonly seen on the Lagos roads, used as public transport by Lagos residents. There are 2 major 

religions in Nigeria: Christianity (48.3%) and Islam (48.9%) as per Pew Research Centre (2010)2 with 

2.8% being followers of indigenous and other religions, or unaffiliated. 

Most of the Nigerian Christian population is regarded as Protestant, with about a quarter being 

Catholic, many churches in Lagos and Offa are entitled the Christ Apostolic Church, with apparent 

Gospel and Blues type influences, as can be 

witnessed and heard during Sunday mass.  

Although some Nigerians are known to be from the 

Maliki and Shafi’i Sunni schools of thought, 

Wahhabism or Salafism appears to have a growing 

influence in Nigeria: funding for new mosques 

appears to often come from Saudi Arabian sources, 

whilst the wearing of complete black hijab is also 

visible on the streets of Lagos with men praying in 

the Salafi manner. The Shias comprise a small 

proportion of the population, particularly in the 

northern states of Kano and Sokoto – the exact 

number remains unknown. Due to the abduction of 

Shaykh Zakzaki in 2016 and subsequent tensions 

with the government in northern states, the Shias 

can be regarded as an oppressed community and 

discussions on Shiism should be taken with care 

during your stay in Nigeria. Most of the Ansar in 

Nigeria are concentrated in the town of Offa, in the 

Kwara state. This is around 1 hour’s drive from Ilorin.  

                                                      
1 See www.indexmundi.com/Nigeria/demographics_profile.html accessed 10th June 2018. 
2 Islam and Christianity in Sub-Saharan Africa: Appendix B, Pew Forum (2010). 

Figure 3 Manager of Ansar Community and 
Madrassah at its entrance 

http://www.indexmundi.com/Nigeria/demographics_profile.html
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6) SWOT ANALYSIS OF NIGERIAN ANSAR 

Strengths 

1. Organization: the Ansar are well organized – there are around 100 Ansar in the city of Offa 

and they have established a representative and a baitulmaal (names under review with the 

Najaf Office). 

2. The Ansar are resourceful and educated, with a good awareness of the socio-political 

situation in Nigeria. 

3. Multi-lingual: most Ansar can speak Yoruba, English, Arabic, meaning they can converse 

with different communities 

Weaknesses 

1. Lack of basic amenities: such as internet or computers, particularly, in the region of Offa 

means they are struggling to print, translate or distribute the books of the Syed as. 

2. Lack of jobs: means that the Ansar are sometimes unable to meet their basic needs such as 

eating, clothing or accommodating themselves 

3. Lack of basic stationery items or text books: this poses a challenge when wanting to 

create support learning within the madrassah and disseminate it to the wider community. 

Opportunities 

1. Education: several Ansar are educated to HND or Degree level, meaning that they are 

employable and can manage business on behalf of foreign Ansar if the opportunity arose. 

2. Business opportunities: foreign Ansar could work with local Ansar to set up businesses in 

Lagos, particularly fast food franchises such as KFC, McDonalds, Baskin Robbins. 

3. Inter-sect marriage: Nigerian women are known to be respectful to their parents and their 

husbands, hence, some expats from India are known to have married Nigerian women. The 

same could be an option for foreign Ansar. 

Threats 

1. Missionary groups such as Qadianis or Ahmadis and Wahhabi Salafis pose a threat to the 

dawah because they provide funding and promise a quality of life that may initially seem 

attractive 

2. Political tensions between the wider Shia community and the Government in some parts 

of the country could spill over into Offa: on April 5, one major bank in Offa saw 30 people 

shot in a bank robbery. 
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7) DAWAH OBJECTIVES AND OPTIONS 

The following are suggested initiatives that could capitalize on the current situation in Nigeria: 

INITIATIVE NAME METHOD RISKS EFFORT IMPACT 

1) Reading & 

Learning 

Sustained campaign to upskill the 

educated Ansar on the books of 

the Syed in both Arabic and 

English 

None identified Low High 

2) Grow our own – 

building project 

Transferring the Ansar to a 

purpose-built location which 

would be in their own name that 

could contain amenities to help 

them study and propagate the 

dawah comfortably. 

None identified Med High 

3) Grow our own - 

Secondary 

School 

Grounded 

Tarbiyyah Model 

project 

Implement a school syllabus that 

is based on the teachings of Syed 

Ahmed Al Hasan as, to help Ansar 

infiltrate non-Muslim educational 

circles. 

May be 

suitable for the 

northern 

regions, which 

are far from 

Offa 

Med Med 

4) Business 

proposition 
Self-catering accommodation 

Establish a joint venture between 

Nigerian and foreign Ansar that 

would yield returns and enable 

the Ansar to become self-

sufficient. 

 

Franchises 

KFC, McDonald’s etc 

 

Electricity 

shortage – 

need 

generators 

Pollution from 

packaging 

Med High 
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8) RECOMMENDATIONS 

Due to the need of the Nigerian Ansar to be self-sustaining as soon as possible, it would be highly 

recommended to commence with business opportunities so that they become income earners and 

can support the dawah themselves. 

 

Figure 4 Function held by Madrassah to greet the visitor 

The recommended order of events would therefore be something like the following: 

   

Grow our own

Building 
project

Tarbiyyah 
Model

Reading & Learning

Textbooks

Computers

Business proposition

Property Franchise
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Targets & Timelines 

Detailed costs and timelines can be obtained by 

discussing with the Nigerian Ansar. 

1) 0-3 months: purchase and prepare property 

for leasing / renting to the public 

2) 4-6 months: textbooks and computers for the 

madrassah 

3) 7-12 months: relocate the Ansar and establish 

an independent school that invites the whole 

community in for teaching the Syed’s as 

syllabus, as well as acts as a new madrassah 

for teaching the Hawzah Mahdawiyyah 

syllabus.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 5 Outside the Madrassah with the 
Manager 

Figure 7 With Abdul Ghaffar, a student of 
the deen 

Figure 6 Breaking fast in Offa 
with Mutee'ullah 
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Further considerations 

A list of considerations is given below, with responses. 

# CHALLENGE RESPONSE 

1 How safe is it for me to visit 

Nigeria? 

Suggest you keep news of your journey to only a select number 

of trustworthy Ansar and you will be safe 

2 Do I need vaccinations to go to 

Nigeria? 

Ensure that you are vaccinated before you arrive here because it 

is a requirement at the airport when entering the country. You 

must have a small yellow vaccinations book with you. There may 

be a $50 penalty to pay otherwise. 

3 What site seeing can one do in 

Nigeria if one were to travel with 

one’s family 

Lagos has many spots for tourists, if you have time. Suggest you 

start and end your trip with Lagos so you can rest after the 

journeys across the country. 

4 What if I have issues using my 

debit card in Nigeria? 

Suggest you withdraw money from any of the main bank ATMs, 

then you can pay people in cash. 

5 How do I travel around Nigeria: 

by public transport or by plane? 

Due to Nigerian’s well established local plane network, you can 

easily travel around the country at low cost: a ticket from Lagos 

to Abuja can cost around £50. Otherwise, you can travel on local 

buses without issue, but ensure that you travel with the Ansar. 

6 What food can I eat in Nigeria? Some of the local meals are made from the following 

ingredients: fish, yam, wheat, rice, lentils, black eyed-peas. If 

you avoid a high amount of spice (aka pepper) and use yoghurt 

regularly and ensure you keep hydrated, you can avoid stomach 

problems. 

… … … 
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9) KEY CONTACTS 

Jasem Akhand 

Abbas Tahir Kazim 

Anis Kotia 

Note: Further details available on request 


